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SUBJECT: ASSYRIAN AND ARMENIAN REFUGEES 

REF: ATHENS 1924, ROME 3491, GENEVA 1569 

1 . AS CAN BE SEEN FROM CONTENTS REFTELS ALL PARTIES 
INVOLVED IN PLANNING FOR AN HENDLING THE PROCESSING OF 
SUBJECT REFUGEES ARE EXTREMELY CONCERNED ABOUT DELAY FACTOR 
BUILT IN TO NORMAL VISAS EAGLE PROCEDURE. UNHCR PARTICU- 
LARLY ANXIOUS SINCE, AS SOON AS REFUGEES ARRIVE G RE ECE, 

EACH ONE WILL COST THEM EIGHT DOLLARS PER DAY FOR ROOM AND 
BOARD, AND MORE THAN THAT AFTER APRIL 15. APPENDIX A, 

22 CFR 41/42.90, NOT 7.2, AUTHORIZES POSTS TO REQUEST 
RESPONSE TO VISAS EAGLE MESSAGES IN LESS THAN FIFTEEN WORKING 
DAYS, IF NEEDED IN LESS TIME THAN THAT. FOR BOTH FINANCIAL 
AND HUMANITARIAN CONSIDERATIONS, WE FEEL THAT THE CASE OF 
THESE UNFORTUANATE REFUGEES IS ONE WHEREIN EXPEDITIOUS RATHER 
THAN ROUTINE HANDLING OF VISAS EAGLE MESSAGES IS WARRANTED. 

GREEK GOVERNMENT WOULD LIKELY ALSO BE APPRECIATIVE OF ANY ACTIONS 
WE TAKE TO CUT DOWN ON AVERAGE LENGTH OF TIME WHICH EACH OF 
THIS VERY LARGE NUMBER OF REFUGEES WILL NEED TO SPEND IN GREECE. 
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WITH INS CENTRAL OFFICE AUTHORIZE AFFECTED POSTS (SO FAR ONLY 
BEIRUT AND ATHENS) TO USE SOME SUCH INDICATOR AS VISAS EABLE 
EXPEDITE FOR CLEARANCE OF SUBJECT REFUGEES, WITH DEPARTMENT 
TO REPLY TO ALL SUCH MESSAGES AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT. 

2. NECESSARY CLEARANCES WITH OTHER FOREIGN SERVICE POSTS ARE 
SIMILAR PROBLEM, AND SPEEDY REPLIES ARE NEEDED TO 

VISAS ALPHA MESSAGES FOR SAME REASONS AS STATED IN PRECEDING 
PARAGRAPH. SO FAR, IT APPEARS THAT SUBJECT REFUGEES' PLACES OF 
FORMER RESIDENCE ARE LARGELY CONFINED TO THE USSR (ARMENIANS), 

IRAQ AND SYRIA (ASSYRIANS), THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT (COPTIC 
CHRISTIANS), AND LEBANON. THERE WOULD APPEAR TO BE NO PROBLEM 
REGARDING VISAS ALPHA MESSAGES SENT TO EGYPT, IRAQ. OR 
LEBANON, SINCE EXAMINATION OF APPENDIX E LEADS TO CONCLUSION 
THAT POSTS IN THEWE COUNTRIES ARE ABLE TO MAKE ONLY A FILE 
CHEDK, WHICH TAKES LITTLE TIME, AND WOULD RESULT IN VISAS DELTA 
REPLY OR THE TRANSMISSION OF ANY DEROGATORY INFO ON FILE. 

HOWEVER, APPENDIX E INDICATES THAT MORE EXTENSIVE CHECKS ARE 
POSSIBLE IN THE USSR AND SYRIA, WHICH, IN ROUTINE HANDLING OF 
IMMIGRANT VISAS CASES, MEANS POST HANDLING APPLICATION WOULD 
NEED VISAS ELEKTRA IN ORDER TO CONSIDER APPLICANT AS CLEARED. 
INASMUCH AS WAITING FOR AN ELEKTRA-TYPE RESPONSE WOULD NEGATE 
ANY TIME SAVED BY EXPEDITING VISAS EAGLE, IT IS SUGGESTED THAT 
EMBASSIES BEIRUT AND ATHENS AND INS ATTACHE ATHENS BE 
AUTHROIZED BY DEPARTMENT AND INS CENTRAL OFFICE OT ASK FOR 
AND ACCEPT AS SUFFICIENT A DELTA REPLY FOR CLEARANCES OF ALL 
SUBJECT REFUGEES. 

3. WITH REGARD TO DOCUMENTS NORMALLY REQUIRED OF IMMIGRANT VISA 
APPLICANTS, EMBASSY ASSUMES THAT, SINCE SUBJECT REFUGEE NON- 
PREFERENCE IMMIGRANT VISA APPLICANTS WOULD NORMALLY BE CONDITIONAL 
ENTRANTS EXCEPT FOR PRESSURE ON SEVENTH PREFERENCE NUMBERS, SAME 
PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS WILL APPLY AS ARE USED BY INS OFFICER 

IN PROCESSING CONDITIONAL ENTRANTS. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE 
DEPARTMENT S CONFIRMATION OF PRECEDING SENTENCE.AS THIS 
POINT IS NOT SPECIFICALLY COVERED IN DEPARTMENT'S 
A-6539 OF OCTOBER 20, 1975. 

KUBISCH 
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